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IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 

Applicant : Hugh R. Sharkey et al, Art Unit : 3739 

Serial No. : 10/712,063 Examiner : Michael F. Peffiey 

Filed : November 14,2003 Conf.No. : 9046 

Title . METHOD FOR TREATING INTERVERTEBRAL DISCS 

Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223I3O450 

TERMINAL DISCLAIMER UNDER 37 G.F.R. $$ 3.73(b) AND 1.321(b) 

Pursuant to 37 CF.R. § 3.73(b), ORATEC INTERVENTIONS, INC., a corporation, 
certifies that it is the assignee of the entire right, title, and interest in the above-referenced 
- v a yy \ e of: 

[El An assignment from the inventors of the above-referenced patent application. 
The mignnyn' \i s ed v'ii [ wt u > . v v J\u ^ "V 627} on 

Frame 0892 on Nove mber 6, 2000. The parent application issued as U.S. Patent No. 6,547,8 1 0. 

est c be- of undersig et s kn i edg x title is in the assig 
above, fhe undersigned (whose title is supplied below) is empowered to act on behalf of the 
assignee. 

Pursuant to 37 CF.R. § 1 321(h), and to obviate a double patenting rejection, the assignee 
dentine;] ove fa v'es ao< claims t&e terminal portion 1 ■ i " se; e paten i 

to be granted upon the above-referenced application subsequent to the expiration date of LIS. 
>atcnt Nos. 5 ' ^ n ( ^ ^ s j patents granted on 

reference A 1 i November 14 2003 and 

10/712,006, filed on November 14, 206)3, provided that any patent granted on the above- 
refereiiced application shall be esfm^eabfe only for and during such period that it is commonly 
owned with U.S. Patent Nos. 5,980,504, 6,126,682, and 6,290,715, and any patents granted on 

i reft e 1 pp - ? c nbers 10/71 e November 14, 2 u 

10/712,006, filed on November 14, 2003. 

The assignee identified above does not disclaim any terminal part of any patent granted 
on die above-referenced application prior to the expiration date of the EEs statutory term of U.S. 
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Pal t Nos, 5,980,50 i 6,68 m<$ 6,290,7 5,; ypat s gra ^ e ding inference 
Application Numbers 10/71 2,007, filed on November 14, 2003 and 10/7 ; 2,006, filed an 

\ * ! ' C t .. > 1 f -, n<. d 

unenforceable, is found invalid, is statutorily v in whole or f j disclaimed under 

57 C I. § 32 i(a , has all c : ms c mce led b] a re ex $ro rati sn certs ate, Of is other* is* 
term ited ior to expire ry term, except 1 gal title as 

state) above \ss nee 1 i Joe ^ \ " >n r erwise ct y part < S 1 Nos 
5,980,504. 6,126,682. and 6,290,715, and any patents granted en > v o i.n .e A. -photon 
Numbers 10/712,007, filed on November 14, 2003 and 10/712,006, filed or November 14, 2003 

s uns wit en?, granfet tit d is binding 

upon the grantee, its successors or assigns. 

Enclosed is a check for $ 1 30 for the required fee pursuant to 37 C.F.R. § 1 .20(d). Please 
apply any other charges or credits to Deposit Account No. 06-1050. 



{REMAINDER OF PAGE INTENTIONALLY BLANK] 



Applicant : Hugh R. Sharkey el al. 
Serial No. : i 0/7*2,963 



Attorney's Docket No.: 2241S-CH4004 / 25-31 -0101 



riled ; November 14, 200? 
Page ; 3 of 3 

\eteb declare tha ills de sets m ovs knos edge a rue and 

ail statements made on information and befef are believed to 'be tree; and fistfeer that these 
statements were made with the knowledge that willful false statements and the like so made are 
or imprison m* hot er Sec 1 8 of the State 

Podv < > > e - - <* utit\ t* vhe application or my 

patent issued thereon. 
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